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THE "ACCIDENT

I, | -
TV |

2 tober 1956, at approximately 1208R, LT Gd’ox'go Hyre HOLLOD, :
USNR was roturning from a local flight to the USS FORRESTAL (CVA-59)
n

0 F2H-l Buroau Mumber 127561, His assigned mission was CAP, to be controllod o
Oy the USS WISCONSIN (BB-6f,), The scheduled recovory time was 12558, At :
approxihatoly 11208 his flicht of two was directed to return overhoad the

Voo FORRESTAL, Upon reporting overhend, he' was given an Lmmadiate "Char'lia,"
Hla Dol walpht at that tiss-was abovs maxdmum landing weight, making it
nocossary ror the flight to orbit at low altituds to burn down, The weather

8 marginal, with a'varying colling of eight hurdred (800) to fiftéon hundred
(1500) feot, and visibility riduced to approxinatoly one hundred (100) yards
Inoradn squalla, Ooenoral vioibility was l=2 miles, The hordzon wad dindefinite,

.rm.ch'inq the 1409 position, LT HOLLOD roported his alrardrt wolght ap
Loo Lhodvy L(z'lm}'l, ond thatt he was taking it around, as he turned to the

'w: wat obaorved Lo have wxtonded landing paar, flapa, hoolk, and

ko B

. AL approximately the 108 ponit.lc;n hda plane vollidod with the water in
L4 aldght nope low, richt wing down altitudo, The plane disappeared,. wd

nneddatoly thereaftor fire broks out on the wurfece of the wator, s wingman
flow ovar the Houna ofetha pravh, wd reported that no Fagonisable oomponenta
ore vielble, Tha helfsopths was dotuched to the woene and roported no
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2
; AL approximately L15GH on 28 Oatober 1700 atler oring into the brea
i rasatving oloaranto LT HOLIOD and I broke for landing, Vpon mrrivang
t o 1809 ponition LT BOLLOD reported thal ho was golng around beosusa no
ma teo heavy t if, reporting 3600k of fusl, Whon 1 arrived at tha 16 '
- poaition 1 alod reported hoavy wnd took it arourd, Tho ship advioed me |
i { » ryy! wy o
{oir on LT HOLLOD and burpn down as fast a posnible . l FOPPOS Iy dpucd
l Ty, el
bradeod ard added 1004, I was unable to effaect a rondegvols right Away duo
ba ny alow spdad, Afffer two orblts around tLin ship 1 was atds 10 Join up,
: Wit bedng down to larding wolpght I slid buck Lo & wrall position, 1 notliced
| sias L HOLLOD had BT, 'l 1, !.f‘\i‘)f. und Hp d ‘I‘I'.l g OULe " f'.'d'“)/.’ OI'URE
' 4 T bdok dntorval dn hime As T rollod out on tho down wend 40F A 4w
LIMHORIO0 ' s plane go [into the water at the 1800 poaition, 1L appuared
i hio alreraft diallod and foll off on 8 (rlpght) o Wt L LA0W
. VG4 wil ]“\ L DOMT "W, .;,J" rLhe Ly Uil Wi 114 ) 'l L
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: Statement of LTJG- US::R_ witness to the accident

T was standing ontha O/ level of the ships dsland observing tho 11551
recovery of alrcraft with aship's photographer standing on my left, Just
prior to the crash of Pl Side Mumber 110, Bulo 127561, I noticed it at
the abeam position gear and flaps down, at approximately fifty (50) feot of
altitude when the starboard wing dropred slowly, ard the plane alipped into
the water in a nose down, starboard wing down attitude, It appeared Lo me
na if both tho nose and starboard tip tank hit simultanecusly, No cartwhoeling
oooureds =Jrmediatoly 'following the arash the whole area burst into {1amen
and romadhod afire for at least ten minutos after which I loft the ieland and

hended for the raady room,

The.wanthet ahead of thal ship was bad, with rain aqualls and lowering ¢
. visibility of about one hundred yards, Streng winds wore notionble: an the

¢ 1 nlanos flow around the ship and thu rain and 1ow visibility all around the
i ship made the horizon almoeat nil, :

USSR
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ivrsoment’ of helicopter pilot LTJ _’)Lt HU=-2 DET 1
* 0.3, Haval Alr Station, lorfolk, Virginia .
On Yunday, 28 Cetbher 1956 T was flying plane puard on USS FORRESTAL,
At 1208 1 “';(,t,‘cr! A Jet alroraft descarding teward t!v water, and the alreraft
dinr; snred bohind the oprosite side of the earrier, Ltclirbed and hended
toward the erash, "hen I rogained sight of themen the aireraft was in the
“water burning, I waa bvar the mot 4in approximately one (1) minute ard at that
bine thore'was dnly gaboline burdng and emall debris on the water, . I hovered
ongach nide of the flares and sighted only 2 small preen bottles, which 1ooked
1ike oxygon bottles, ard one (1) intermal tank, possibly a fuol tank, I ,
made one (1) eircle of the wrock age approximately 1/4 mile in diameter spotting
a9 ctlierrobjects, AL that time I was called vy to Investigate a smoke lipnt
ift of the ship, T eiphted nothing in this area ard procoeded to the.ship £
plane puard until the reémainder of the aircraft landed
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